17th Sunday, Year A                             Touched by Love                                   27th July, 2014  
We are accustomed to the expression 'the miracle of childbirth'. It evokes an experience beyond all expectations, and so engages the imagination and makes our spirit soar. We rejoice how a life hidden from view for nine months is now before our eyes; yet we feel an exquisite tenderness towards the vulnerable infant who must grow and make his or her way in the world.  Indeed, the 'miracle' came in a flash the other day as I watched my grandson of two years; this promising little personality is born from a seemingly minute, yet profoundly intricate, unique genetic mix, and will grow through the interplay of a host of events and influences throughout his life — especially through the power of love.
Today's readings support faith in God's love permeating our lives; the Gospel in particular asks us to search more deeply into what this can mean.
The psalmist recognises good and evil co-exist in the world. Though he has suffered, he says the Lord "dealt well" with him. It is impossible to avoid the pains of this life such as illness and bereavement, along with the disappointments caused by the seductive power of wealth and prestige. The psalmist has been "humbled", acquiring wisdom, and coming finally to know that the Lord's commandments perfectly express God’s "steadfast love" and "mercy". 
When the great King Solomon is offered a gift from the Lord, he requests wisdom to understand God’s Chosen People in order to govern justly.  Any inspired ruler must interpret God's will for his times.
We too must discern the signs of our times. Pope Francis, in Evangelii Gaudium, notes, "humanity is experiencing a turning point in history", a time of "epochal change".  We should be encouraged by St Paul's startling assertion, in Romans 8: 28, that "all things work together for the good for those who love God". God’s People are called to be an ever-larger family sharing the gifts of justice and peace.
The parables from Matthew's Gospel reveal more of the Kingdom of Heaven to help disciples, then and now, to understand the will of God. The stories of treasure and pearl have both the labourer and the merchant committing their entire livelihoods for the joy of possessing their find. Moreover, the parables also offer the gift of insight regarding the mystery "hidden from the foundation of the world" (13:35).  Those who have "seen" and "heard" and been converted to Christ, find the treasure that is God's saving presence in the events of day to day life. This is a source of Christian joy.  That joy is further encouraged by the parable of the dragnet emphasising divine patience and tolerance.
The Christian community is being formed in the light of God’s gracious reign — "trained for the kingdom".  We must interpret ancient truths in new ways to serve our present time and place.
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	Antiphons for the Mass


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn)  God is in his holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might and strength to his people.


RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 118)

Antiphon: Lord, I love your commands.

RESPONSE: Lord, I love your commands.

Lector: My part, I have resolved, O Lord, is to obey your word. The law from your mouth means more to me than silver and gold. R.

Lector: Let your love be ready to console me by your promise to your servant. Let your love come to me and I shall live for your law is my delight. R.

Lector: That is why I love your commands more than finest gold. That is why I rule my life by your precepts: I hate false ways. R.

Lector: Your will is wonderful indeed; therefore I obey it. The unfolding of your word gives light and teaches the simple. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (1) or (2) (or a hymn)
(1) Bless the Lord, O my soul,  and never forget all his benefits.
 (2 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.


Today’s Readings  1 Kings 3:5, 7-12; Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 13:44-52
Next Week (18th Sunday of Year A)  Is 55:1-3; Ps 144; Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21



