10th August, 2014 	 					                                                                      19th Sunday, Year A

Where Do We Find God?

One of the first questions in the Penny Catechism is “Where is God?” The answer: “God is everywhere”. As Creator, God is in creation. As Saviour, God is in human history. As Redeemer, God is in every human person. However, the question of God’s ‘whereabouts’, and the meaning of his ‘everywhere’, is different from the question of our seeing or finding God. How does this ‘everywhere’ God reveal himself to us?
Scripture tells us Jacob saw God “face to face” (Gen. 32:30), and that “God spoke to Moses as a person speaks to a friend” (Exod. 33:11). Indeed, for Christians, Jesus is the very face of God. Yet, we also learn from Exodus, “you cannot see God’s face and live” (33:20) and from John’s gospel, “no one has ever seen God” (1:18). 
The paradox here is that God’s presence is most often hidden from our eyes. Isaiah speaks of “a God who lies hidden” (45:12); for St Paul, Christ is “the image of the unseen God” (Col. 1:15). Indeed, Christ as the image, icon or face of God, manifests the divine mystery by taking on our human condition, ‘emptying himself’ of all signs of divinity: “He did not count equality with God as something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave” even to the point of death on a cross (Phil. 2:5-11).
There is a story told by Elie Wiesel, a Jewish Auschwitz survivor, who was forced to witness numerous killings of his fellow Jews in the camps. He recalls how a young boy, perhaps 14 years old, hung in agony on a rope, struggling for near-on half an hour before it was over. A prisoner cried out: “Where is God? Where is God now?” Weisel’s response: “I heard a voice within me answer, ‘Here he is — he is hanging in the gallows’”.
God is not only present where we least expect him but sometimes where we least want him, in the midst of suffering, evil and terror. How do we cope with an all-loving God in the face of an innocent boy swinging from the gallows? For the Christian, the answer is in the way that God is most fully revealed to us in the image of his own Son, Jesus, hanging from a cross at Calvary. 
The question of where we find God is also posed in today’s readings. Elijah thought he would follow Moses for whom God is revealed in storm, wind and fire. However, for Elijah, God is not found in these ways, but in the “still small voice of a gentle breeze” (Kings 19:12). In contrast, Peter comes to believe Jesus is “the Son of God” through his experience of nearly drowning. Like us, he is a person of “little faith” who meets the God of Jesus in a situation of distress. God reveals himself to each of us according to our own particular experiences.
There is no human experience from which God is absent. Yet, our faith is constantly tested, like Elijah and Peter, so that we may find this hidden God in places we least expect or even want to find him. 
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	Antiphons for the Mass


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn)  Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those who seek you.


RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 84)

Antiphon: Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.

RESPONSE: Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.

Lector: I will hear what the Lord God has to say, a voice that speaks of peace. His help is near for those who fear him and his glory will dwell in our land. R.

Lector: Mercy and faithfulness have met; justice and peace have embraced. Faithfulness shall spring from the earth and justice look down from heaven. R.

Lector: The Lord will make us prosper and our earth shall yield its fruit. Justice shall march before him and peace shall follow his steps. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia! I hope in the Lord, I trust in his word. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (1) or (2) (or a hymn)
(1) O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of finest wheat.

(2) The bread that I will give, says the Lord, is my flesh for the life of the world.

Today’s Readings  1 Kings 19:9, 11-13; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:22-33
Next Week (20th Sunday of Year A)  Isaiah 56:1, 6-7; Psalm 66; Romans 11:13-15, 29-32; Matthew 15:21-28 


