20th Sunday, Year A                                                                                         August 17, 2014
A Coastal Woman and Her Puppy
I recall speaking with a congregation after Mass one morning back in the 1970s, shortly after Vatican II. We were talking about change in the Church and how change in itself was neither good nor bad.  We discussed how it was the outcome of change that mattered, rather than change itself.
 
A gentleman in the congregation was not happy with what I said and he sprang into the main aisle, raised his arm and loudly challenged what I was saying about change in the Church. I was a bit taken aback and did not know what to say. "Well", I said, "you wouldn't have been able to do that before Vatican II". Everyone laughed, and to my happy surprise, so did the man who challenged me. Without realising it he himself had changed, and when he realised it he actually felt quite free, released to embrace something larger in life.

Pope Francis has spoken about some of the change he has experienced in his life. Also in the 1970s, as a young Jesuit leader in Argentina, Fr George Bergoglio could sometimes be inflexible in dealing with his fellow Jesuits, and a bit slow to appreciate the opinions and positions of others. At the end of his first term in leadership the still young priest had time to experience other aspects of Church, and further dimensions of life. He had time to reflect on leadership through the prism of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He admits the change he experienced within himself freed him to know in a new way the joy of the Gospel and the tenderness of God.

In the Gospel reading for today a most unlikely character, a Canaanite woman from the district of Tyre and Sidon steps into the life of Jesus and with him begins a conversation that prompts Jesus to change. The story is interesting because in the Tyre district Jesus is not on familiar ground. He is in Roman lands over on the Mediterranean coast and out of his familiar territory in Galilee.

The unnamed woman calls out to Jesus to help her suffering daughter. Jesus has the idea that it is not his calling to assist people other than those of the house of Israel, so he doesn't answer her. It is his disciples who prompt him to change. "Give her a fair go", they say to him. By this time the woman is kneeling right in front of Jesus and still seeking help for her daughter. Jesus then tells her why he can't help, that he was only sent to the people of Israel.

Then the woman begins to pull Jesus’ leg with a humorous story: "Even my little puppy here under the table gets a better deal than that – at least I feed him, even if I go without". That does it. The woman breaks through into the way Jesus had been thinking. That experience leads him to see where God is leading him – that he has come not only for the people of Israel but for all humanity. The woman and her puppy changed Jesus.

"O God, Let all the nations praise you!" PSALM 66
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Antiphons for the Mass

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn)  Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.


RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 66)

Antiphon: O God, let all the nations praise you!

RESPONSE: O God, let all the nations praise you!

Lector: O God, be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light upon us. So will your ways be known upon earth and all nations learn your saving help. R.

Lector: Let the nations be glad and exult for you rule the world with justice. With fairness you rule the peoples, you guide the nations on earth. R.

Lector: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. May God still give us his blessing till the ends of the earth revere him. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom and healed all who were sick. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (1) or (2) (or a hymn)
(1) With the Lord there is mercy; in him is plentiful redemption.

(2) I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever.


Today’s Readings  Isaiah 56:1, 6-7; Romans 11:13-15, 29-32; Matthew 15:21-28
Next Week (21st Sunday of Year A)  Is 22:19-23; Ps 137; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20


