

28th Sunday, Year A                                                                                       October 12, 2014

Invitation RSVP
About 800 years before Christ came on earth, the prophet Isaiah looked ahead to a time of perfect peace, not only for the Jewish people, but for all people, when God would prepare a glorious banquet for them. There would be the best of food and drink. All suffering would be over, no more sorrow, even death would be destroyed. When the Jewish people were oppressed by their powerful enemies, these words encouraged them to look forward to a time of universal peace.
Jesus often spoke of the next life in terms of a banquet. Here on earth, he loved to share a meal with people, especially with the poor and sinners. Today, he is speaking of the most wonderful feast of all, his image of life after death in the presence of God.
We all received an invitation to this great feast when we were baptised. That is the beginning. Then we have to prepare for this feast. God treats us with immense courtesy; he respects our free will and never compels us to do anything. So there are people who are not interested in this invitation and are caught up in the affairs of this life. The next life means little to them.
The message for us is that to accept this invitation is not enough. As we grow up, we learn from our parents, teachers and priests all about God and his love for us; how he showed his love especially by coming down on earth as man and dying for each of us on Calvary. He promised us that at the end of this life, he would bring us to our home in the next life. 
We prepare for this banquet by returning God’s love. Jesus told us how we are to love Him: If you love me, keep my commandments. The two great commandments of love that sum up all the others: are love of God and of neighbour.
Having invited us to be guests at the heavenly feast, Jesus does not leave us to avoid sin and fight against temptation all alone. His love for us is so great that he is more anxious than we are for us to prepare properly for his feast. Before he left this earth and ascended to his Father, he said to all of us: Know that I am with you always. So we are never alone, especially when we are tempted. He has given us the blessings of the sacraments for all the important stages of life. The summit of the sacraments is the Eucharist. This is really the beginning of the heavenly banquet. By sharing in the Body and Blood of Christ, we become one with him here on earth as we hope to be one with him in the next life.
Let us remember the central image as we have it in the first reading, namely, of God as the gracious host who hopes that everyone will come to his banquet.
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	Antiphons for the Mass


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel.


RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 22)

Antiphon: I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

RESPONSE: I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

Lector: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. R.

Lector: He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me comfort. R.

Lector: You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. R.

Lector: Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (1) or (2) (or a hymn)
(1) The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing.
(2) When the Lord appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.



Today’s Readings Isaiah 25:6-10; Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20; Matthew 22:1-14
Next Week (29th Sunday of Year A) Isaiah 45:1, 4-6; Ps 95; 1 Thess 1:1-5; Matthew 22:15-21 


