

29th Sunday, Year A                                                                                         October 19, 2014

It Could Have Been Yesterday
Dorcas placed a pitcher of warm goat’s milk and a basket of fresh libae (small rolls) on the table in front of the three men. The early morning sun shone dappled through the grapevine above them and conversation was slowly warming up.
‘What are you blokes up to today?’ she asked. Silvanus, always chirpy in the morning, announced that Paul was going to catch up with his mail and that they might hang around for a few hours and give him a hand.
 ‘Who is the lucky person to hear from you this time, Paul?’ asked Dorcas.  ‘I’ve been thinking of dropping a line to the sisters and brothers in Thessalonica.’ ‘You mean all of them?’ asked Timothy. 
‘Yes, Timothy,’ said Paul. ‘Since you got back from visiting the Christians there I’ve been pondering their questions about the resurrection of Jesus.’ 
 ‘And do you have anything helpful to say to them?’ chipped in Silvanus, ’Actually, yes,’ mused Paul.  ‘I am getting a few glimpses of what resurrection might actually mean - for us, for them, for the world.’ 
But you’ve never written to a whole Church before have you?’ Timothy asked. ‘No’ said Paul. ‘But I’m thinking it is something I am going to have to do if we want to keep on instructing these new followers of Jesus. If we can’t be there ourselves to teach them, then I’ll have to write them letters.
“Well, if you are going to do that,’ said Dorcas, ‘make sure you encourage them and honour them. I was coming home from the markets yesterday and was speaking with a lady with a sick child. She was quite worried, and I felt for her. I didn’t know what to say, but remembered that Jesus would have encouraged her. So I said to her, ‘You are a good woman, a good mother. I know it can’t be easy. Keep your chin up, and I’ll meet you by the creek tomorrow and we can have a chat’.”
‘I felt Jesus was there with me, it was the first time’ said Dorcas, ‘that I have ever encouraged a stranger. I suddenly realised He is rising in me, his mission is in me, his healing was coming through me. When I got home I had to sit down and thank him in my heart.’
‘Now, wouldn’t that be a marvellous start to a letter,’ remarked Timothy. “To just encourage the Church there in Thessalonica, to let them know they are really in our hearts, in God’s heart”.
After breakfast they prayed for a short while then Paul said it was time to put quill to parchment. And from Paul’s hand the words began to flow.  “From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy to the church in Thessalonica in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to you and peace’, he began.
‘We give thanks to God always for all of you, remembering you in our prayers ....’ The year was 50 CE, just twenty years after Jesus’ resurrection. It could have been yesterday. (1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b).
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	Antiphons for the Mass


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God;
turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 95)

Antiphon: Give the Lord glory and honour.

RESPONSE: Give the Lord glory and honour.

Lector: O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the earth. Tell among the nations his glory and his wonders among all the peoples. R.

Lector: The Lord is great and worthy of praise, to be feared above all gods; the gods of the heathens are naught. It was the Lord who made the heavens. R.

Lector: Give the Lord, you families of peoples, give the Lord glory and power, give the Lord the glory of his name. Bring an offering and enter his courts. R.

Lector: Worship the Lord in his temple. O earth, tremble before him. Proclaim to the nations: “God is king.” He will judge the peoples in fairness. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of life. Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (1) or (2) (or a hymn)
(1) Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.
(2) The Son of Man has come to give his life as a ransom for many.




Today’s Readings Isaiah 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5; Matthew 22:15-21
Next Week (30th Sunday of Year A) Exodus 22:20-26; Ps 17; 1 Thess 1:5-10; Matthew 22:34-40


