
30th Sunday, Year A                          Strangers No Longer                             October 26, 2014 
How to treat strangers is an important part of Israelite law. For a nomadic people, offering hospitality to strangers who needed it in the harsh desert environment could be a matter of life and death. A stranger is often most vulnerable in an unfamiliar environment, especially when exposed to the elements.
The first reading gave clear instructions on how to treat the stranger, “You must not molest or oppress him, for you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt.” Further, “If a stranger lives with you in your land, do not molest him. You must count him as one of your own countrymen and love him as yourself – you were strangers in the land of Egypt. I am Yahweh your God” (Lev 19:33-34). For the Israelites, to love and protect the stranger is an integral part of their religious response because God loved and protected them as strangers in Egypt. And so, God commanded his people to love the stranger as their own. Jesus, in turn, commands us to love our neighbour as ourselves, and continues and perfects the old testament message. Only genuine love that will ultimately break down the invisible wall separating “us” and “them”.
Today’s message couldn’t be more relevant to our times. It probes our loins and puts us in an uncomfortable and vulnerable situation. We are asked to examine our deepest attitudes towards those who are different and distant from us, or who come knocking on our doors. Being hospitable to strangers can be risky. It costs. Our hospitality could be abused, or we could be exhausted by endless demands. We could be taken for a ride. The great temptation is to retreat into our own protective comfort zone and to close our hearts. However, the bigger risk here is that we could corner ourselves into a lonely, loveless existence that will slowly but surely sap and squeeze us of our humanity. 
Because of a vulnerability shared by both host and stranger, being hospitable can have its own rewards. We do not know what gifts the stranger could bring. For the disciples going to Emmaus, opening their hearts to Jesus the stranger brought them renewed hope and life. For the Samaritan woman at the well, opening her heart to Jesus the stranger quenched the thirst of her heart and set her free. 
God in Jesus came to us in vulnerability. He offers us the hospitality of his heart and asks for our hospitality. He took the risk and paid the ultimate price of rejection, leading to his crucifixion. But that didn’t stop him from loving us, nor desiring that we cease being strangers to him any longer. 
So who could be the stranger in our midst? Unloved family members? Migrants and refugees? Work colleagues? People who are difficult to live with? Are we game enough to take the risk? For the Christian believer win life in God, to welcome the stranger is to welcome the person home into God. In this is the Gospel fulfilled.            Bernard Teo CSSR
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	Antiphons for the Mass


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 17)

Antiphon: I love you, Lord, my strength.

RESPONSE: I love you, Lord, my strength.

Lector: I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress, my saviour. My God is the rock where I take refuge; my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. The Lord is worthy of all praise: when I call I am saved from my foes. R.

Lector: Long life to the Lord, my rock! Praised be the God who saves me. He has given great victories to his king and shown his love for his anointed. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them and we will come to them. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (1) or (2) (or a hymn)
(1) We will ring out our joy at your saving help and exult in the name of our God.
(2) Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, as a fragrant offering to God.


Today’s Readings  Exodus 22:20-26; 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10; Matthew 22:34-40
Next Week (31st Sunday Year A)  Malachai1:14-2:2,8-10; Ps 130; 1Thessalonians 2:7-9,13; Matthew 23:1-12


