February 15, 2015              Helping those in need	                    
6th Sunday, Year B

Living in Sri Lanka, I see first-hand the wonderful work of ‘The Society for Upliftment and Rehabilitation of Persons affected by Leprosy’ or SUROL, for short. Formed in 1971, various Redemptorist priests have undertaken the leadership and expansion of the society in recent years to meet the increasing demands for its services. It has more than 350 patients in its care, with many more on the waiting list. 

SUROL provides assistance in a variety of ways, such as monthly financial help for families and school children and funds for water tanks, electricity supply, wells, toilets, bathrooms and other basic amenities. SUROL also helps with special needs as evidenced by a 17 year-old student affected by leprosy who recently sought help to complete his final year of school. Because public transport is not regular or reliable in his area, SUROL provided a bicycle and funds for tuition.

The society also fosters and encourages self-help programs. A newly married man affected by leprosy and with severe clawing of the hands, was unable to find regular work. His wife tried to help by sewing but her old and battered sewing machine had seen better days. A gift of a new sewing machine has now enabled the man’s wife to undertake sewing jobs in their local area, ensuring that she can support her husband and family.

My involvement with SUROL has been through its Hamper program. Twice a year, before Easter and Christmas and thanks to the generosity of local and international donors, SUROL delivers 300 much needed hampers to leprosy affected people and families across Sri Lanka. Each large hamper contains items, such as dry rations, clothing, toiletries and other gifts. I have been privileged to accompany SUROL field officers on a number of these hamper trips. Visiting homes and community centres and meeting people of all ages and backgrounds who live with the devastating and, at times, horrific effects of leprosy is both confronting and distressing.  Yet, despite the disfigurement and physical incapacity, what I notice most is the sheer delight, happiness and joy, as people greet the SUROL team when they arrive; it is like a reunion of old friends and I too receive a warm welcome. Although limited because of language barriers, it is remarkable how much actual communication takes place through a smile, a handshake, a pat on the back or an arm around the shoulder.  

In today’s gospel, a leper pleads on his knees before Jesus: “If you want to, you can cure me.”  Moved with compassion and sorrow, Jesus says, “Of course I want to” and he reaches out and touches the leper to bring him healing and new life.  SUROL continues the example of Christ by reaching out with love and compassion to bring help and hope to people of all backgrounds and faith traditions affected by leprosy. When those in need ask us for help, may our response also be positive and compassionate, helping in whatever ways we can. 
						                                               David J Hore CSsR 
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We respond
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM  (Ps 31)
Antiphon: I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.
RESPONSE: I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.
LECTOR: Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, whose sin is remitted. O happy the man to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, in whose spirit is no guile. R.
LECTOR: But now I have acknowledged my sins, my guilt I did not hide. I said: “I will confess my offence to the Lord.” And you, Lord, have forgiven the guilt of my sin. R.
LECTOR: Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, exult, you just! O come, ring out your joy, all you upright of heart. R.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! A great prophet has appeared among us; God has visited his people. Alleluia!
COMMUNION ANTIPHON (1) or (2) (or a hymn)
They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them; they were not disappointed in what they craved.

Or	 

God so loved the world that he gave his Only Begotten Son, so that all who believe in him may not perish, but may have eternal life.

TODAY’S READINGS Lev 13: 1-2, 44-46; Psalm 31; 1 Corinthians 10:31 - 11:1; Mark 1: 40-45
NEXT WEEK (1st Sunday of Lent) Genesis 9:8-15; Psalm 24; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1: 12-15



