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Christ the King, Year A                                                                                                  November 23, 2014
The risen Christ in every age

Catholics have lots of different ways of thinking about Christ the King. Older Catholics remember Christ the King processions. Many of them would still like to have celebrations like that and some do. Others find their faith moving on a different path. They would prefer to celebrate today’s feast caring for the hungry and war-torn.
Some younger Catholics would have trouble thinking of Christ as a king at all. The closest they have come to kings in their lives are as figurehead monarchs or tyrannical despots. Neither of those images fits easily the Christ of God.
Interestingly the feast is less than ninety years old. Its origins are curious. It was instituted after World War 1 by Pope Pius XI for it at a time when kings and queens were becoming predominantly figureheads in the West and just before the Great Depression.
In 1925 the Church was saying that Christ’s reign, Christ’s influence and Christ’s presence permeated the modern world of that time – a world of horrific wars, bawdy nationalism, and growing secularism. The new feast was saying no matter how absent God may seem in this new, even alien place, the promise of the risen Christ stands true – “I am with you always till the end of time.” 
In 1960 Pope St John XXIII elevated the feast’s ranking. Nine years later, after Vatican Council II, Pope Blessed Paul VI raised the feast to the highest ranking. He also changed its date from late October to the last Sunday of the Church’s year.  He gave it a new name:  Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe.
This move by Pope Paul gave a fresh twist to the feast. Not only does Christ reign over our world now, but he reigns over all worlds to the ‘ends’ of the universe. Pope Paul picked up on a fresh sense of the Resurrection of Jesus emerging from Vatican Council II. He linked the feast to the Church’s option for the poor.
He said, “The development of peoples has the Church's close attention, particularly the development of those peoples who are striving to escape from hunger, misery, endemic diseases and ignorance; of those who are looking for a wider share in the benefits of civilisation and a more active improvement of their human qualities; of those who are aiming purposefully at their complete fulfillment” (Development of Peoples, No.1, 1967).
Today’s Mass takes up this theme. The reign of the risen Christ is a caring reign. “The lost I will seek out, says the Lord God” (Ezekiel 34:16). Twenty years after the resurrection of Jesus St. Paul was confident that the risen Christ will, in the end, place the world in God’s hands (1 Corinthians 15:24). 
Like St Paul in olden times and Pope Paul in modern times, St Matthew, at the end of his Gospel sees the risen Christ defending all who protect the weak and the broken. “Come, you who are blessed by my father and inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). Yes! The risen Christ in every age!	
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	Antiphons for the Mass


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn)  How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour. To him belong glory and power for ever and ever.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 22)

Antiphon: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

RESPONSE: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Lector: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. R.

Lector: Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. R.

Lector: You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. R.

Lector: Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia! Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David! Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn)  The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless his people with peace.


Today’s Readings  Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28; Matthew 25:31-46
Next Week (1st Sunday of Advent, Year B)  Is 63:16-17, 64:1, 3-8; Ps 79; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 


