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Lift High the Cross

Mass is not only an adventure for parents of small children - it is an adventure for the children themselves. I’ve seen children dancing wildly in the porch to imperceptible music, leaping and ducking in a line through courses of imaginary obstacles, driving invisible cars, sword-fighting unseen opponents; I’ve seen children racing in herds up and down the aisles, children performing gymnastics over pews, children crawling through a jungle of legs and feet on some wild odyssey. Once I observed a handful of children in what I believe was a fully-fledged football game with an imaginary football and imaginary goalkeepers! 

One of the most stirring scenes from Pope Francis’ pontificate has to be the moment when that little orphan-boy, Carlos wandered onto the stage during the Pope’s address. Little Carlos—hugging the Pope, sitting in his chair, refusing to leave his side—showed the world what “Holy Father” means. I had one of those touching moments last Sunday. My two-year old decided to bring his latest prized possession, a small, plain wooden cross, to Mass. The cross is made from olive wood from the Holy Land. During the homily I caught him using the cross as a hammer to patch an imaginary hole in the kneeler under our pew. I made a mental note to teach him that crosses are not hammers… During the communion I picked him up in my arms. He was clutching the cross to his breast. The line stretched through the church. As we walked up slowly to approach the Lord, I found my son holding the cross in both hands high above our heads, arms straight, eyes focused on the cross as though in some solemn procession or the priest during the elevation of the Host. I could hear doting whispers and feel the eyes of our parish family locked on this little boy in my arms raising his wooden cross in procession to the altar. 

There is something not only profoundly moving in the innocence and clarity of children, but something profoundly, even irreplaceably true. As we walked back to our seat, two things flashed almost simultaneously through my mind. The first was a haunting verse from the Psalms: “Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the enemy and avenger” (8:2). The second was the first line of the modern English hymn, Lift High the Cross. With the brightness of a child’s imagination I could feel the tune of Sir Sydney Nicholson’s Crucifer march through my heart, bearing up the words of hymn-writer George Kitchin: “Lift high the Cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the world adore his sacred Name!” 

Innocence and purity and yes, simple love, are true power and truly lasting. Maybe that is something of what today’s feast is all about… 

Chris Hackett
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2663A. Triumph of the Cross
Antiphons for the Mass


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn)  We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection, through whom we are saved and delivered.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 77)
Antiphon: Do not forget the works of the Lord!.

RESPONSE: Do not forget the works of the Lord!

Lector: Give heed, my people, to my teaching; turn your ear to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable and reveal hidden lessons of the past. R

Lector: When he slew them then they would seek him, return and seek him in earnest. They would remember that God was their rock, God the most high their redeemer. R

Lector: But the words they spoke were mere flattery; they lied to him with their lips. For their hearts were not truly with him; they were not faithful to his covenant. R

Lector: Yet he who is full of compassion forgave their sin and spared them. So often he held back his anger when he might have stirred up his rage. R

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia! We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you, because by your cross you have redeemed the world. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself, says the Lord.
Today’s Readings  Numbers 21: 4-9, Philippians 2: 6-11, John 3:13-17
Next Week (25th Sunday of Year A)  Is 55:6-9; Ps 144; Philippians 1:20-24, 27; Mt 20:1-16



