
33rd Sunday, Year A         God’s love and Christmas puddings                     November 16, 2014

Jesus is the human face of God on earth.  In his public ministry, he speaks about the unbounded mercy and love of God. He shows this by his compassion for sinners and the outcast, his miracles of healing and raising from the dead, his help for those especially without influence or money. God’s kingdom breaks into the world in and through Jesus. God offers us the gift of sharing his divine life even in the present life and fully in the next life.
It is immensely important that we live this life in such a way that it prepares us for the next life. In the parable of the servants, we have two mindsets portrayed. The first two servants are thrilled by the generosity and trust of the landowner. He is taking a huge risk with a large sum of money and apparently not putting any limits on the servants’ activities. They respond to this trust with energy and enthusiasm and succeed in doubling the money.
The third servant displays a negative mindset. He fears his master, fears losing the money and being punished so he does nothing except to hide the money.
God has given each of us various gifts.  He wants us to use these gifts for others, not to keep them to ourselves like the third servant.  God wants us to reach out to others, not to be afraid of making mistakes.  As Pope Francis says in Evangelii Gaudium: “a missionary heart . . . always does what good it can, even if in the process, its shoes get soiled by the mud of the street”. We have received the wonderful gift of the Good News.  Jesus wants us to share that love with those around us. 
We put all our trust in God but at the same time we use the gifts he has given us to do whatever we can. 
In 1981 Fr Darcy McCarthy was appointed to the parish of Alstonville. School and church were both in need of extensive repairs. There was very little money. After a few years of the usual fundraising efforts, Fr McCarthy decided it was time to try something different. Remembering his mother’s recipe for Christmas puddings, he went into the kitchen and made his first Christmas pudding. A couple of parishioners tried it and gave it the thumbs-up. He made more for the cake stall and they sold very quickly. Eventually, he rounded up a few volunteers and began producing large numbers of Christmas puddings. They were an instant success. Over the years, the receipts have helped to repair the church, build new school buildings and help local and overseas charities. 
All this began when one person began thinking outside the circle and put gifts to work. On the face of it, what connection is there between a Christmas pudding and spreading the Good News of God’s love?  
You don’t have to make Christmas puddings. A cup of tea and a chat can work wonders for a lonely neighbour.
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	Antiphons for the Mass


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn)  The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 127)

Antiphon: Happy are those who fear the Lord.

RESPONSE: Happy are those who fear the Lord.

Lector: O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! By the labour of your hands you shall eat. You will be happy and prosper. R.

Lector: Your wife like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; your children like shoots of the olive, around your table. R.

Lector: Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord. May the Lord bless you from Zion in a happy Jerusalem all the days of your life. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia! Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my branches bear much fruit. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (1) or (2) (or a hymn)
(1) To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.
(2) Amen, I say to you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you will receive,
and it shall be given to you, says the Lord.



Today’s Readings  Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; Matthew 25:14-30
Next Week (Christ the King, Year A)  Ezek 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 22; 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46


